
RICHMOND SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING 

Monday, April 12, 2021 – 6:00 PM – via Google 

Approved 

PRESENT: Dewey Wyatt, Chair; Peter Dillon, School Superintendent; Adeline Ellis; Ina Wilhelm; 

Mary Shook; Robert Putnam, School Principal 

The meeting was called to order by roll call, all committee members in attendance. Dewey 

began the proceedings with a reading of the Governor’s Directive concerning the changes in the 

open Meeting Law during the COVID-19 pandemic, as per the agenda. Dewey also noted that 

the meeting was being recorded per MGL CH30A,Sec20f. 

FY’21-22 Budget Hearing and School Cte. Vote: Peter presented the budget and reported on 

meetings held with the Budget Advisory Committee, which resulted in reductions that work to 

the benefit of the Town and the school’s students. Peter described himself as comfortable with 

the result. 

Peter posted the resulting budget on the screen as slides. He explained that the Town 

Appropriation to the school last year was $3,638,244. This budget proposes an appropriation of 

$3,970,267, which represents a difference of $332,023, or an increase of 9.13%. Peter noted 

that some fixed costs, such as Special Education and Transportation fees, had been broken out 

of those numbers. 

Richmond will continue to share services with Berkshire Hills Regional School District for three 

years. The school has experienced a loss of 20 students during the COVID pandemic to private 

and parochial schools, some of which have indicated the intention to return to Richmond 

school. In addition, we are seeing new families with school-age children moving into Richmond, 

decreasing the number of School Choice students to a more balanced level. Richmond school is 

recognized as a top-performing school and will continue to be. 

Projected enrollment for 2021 is 160 resident and 7 Choice students. Staffing is expected to 

remain relatively flat even as the budget continues to increase yearly. Most of that increase is 

due to contractual salaries, the inclusion of the SPED Tuition and Transportation Contracts. 

It is anticipated that revenue will be greater from School Choice and from available Grants, 

including possible COVID-based grants. $60,000 will come from Choice revenue, which should 

remain in the revolving account which the School Committee has the authority to use. Peter 

cautioned that it be used conservatively and only for one-time costs. 

A discussion followed concerning the balance between resident and School Choice students 

including some possible scenarios of a sudden influx of resident families with school age 

children. It was noted that a cushion of open seats had been left for such a contingency. All 

stated concerns were addressed and resolved. 



Dewey noted that the bottom line for the 2021 budget is $3,970,267., which is the amount that 

the Budget Advisory Committee will recommend that the Town approve at the Annual Town 

Meeting. For anyone wishing to see a line-item budget, it is available on the school’s website. 

There being no response to the call for Public Comment, the conversation moved to the 

possible availability of additional funds under Chapter 70. Peter explained that those funds only 

ever represent 10% of the total budget or likely $5,000. Or $10,000. Not a lot of money for a 

school, but useful in purchasing supplies, etc. 

Dewey moved to approve the request for the Town Appropriation to the school for FY’22 in the 

amount of $3,970,267. The motion was seconded by Ina and approved by roll-call vote: Dewey, 

aye; Ina, aye; Adeline, aye. 

Next Meeting: The next Budget Advisory Committee meeting will take place on Wednesday, 

April 14th.  

There being no further business before the Committee, Adeline moved that the meeting be 

adjourned. The motion was seconded and carried by unanimous roll call vote: Dewey, aye; Ina, 

aye; Adeline, aye. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM 

 

Submitted by Phyllis LeBeau 

 


